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Social Security Developments 


Approvat or State Laws.—The unemployment compen- 
ation statutes of Massachusetts and Washington have been 
approved by the Federal Social Security Board, These two 
approvals (which should be noted on page 8 of the Associa- 
tion’s recent pamphlet) make a total of eight statutes which 
have been approved—Alabama, California, New Hampshire, 
New York, Massachusetts, Oregon, Washington and Wiscon- 
sin. Employers in these States may credit against the Fed- 
eral unemployment tax for 1936 the amount of payments 
made under the State laws. 


AcricucturaL Lasor.—Under a rule recently adopted by 
the California Unemployment Reserves Commission, the 
definition of agricultural labor was extended to include horti- 
culture. This rule reads: 

“Horticulture is hereby defined as being the depart- 
ment of science of agriculture which relates to the cul- 
tivation of gardens or orchards, including the care of 
vegetables, fruits, flowers, and ornamental shrubs and 
trees, and is included in agriculture. Employers and 
their employees engaged in horticulture, or employees 
who perform horticultural labor only, are deemed en- 
gaged in ‘agricultural labor’.” 

Although there has been no official ruling on the subject, a 
recent California Chamber of Commerce bulletin states that 
members of the Commission have evidenced a disposition to 
treat the definition of “agricultural labor” as broad enough 
to cover everyone employed by a farm owner or operator 
in connection with the operation of a farm, including clerical 
or managerial employees in an office. (It is suggested that 
this discussion of agricultural labor be inserted in Part III, 
Section 4, page 10, of the Association's pamphlet. ) 


Wuat Are Waces?—In the Association’s pamphlet (Part 
III, Section 3, page 10) it was noted that the Wisconsin In- 
dustrial Commission had ruled that discounts given em- 
ployees on purchases should be treated as “wages” in com- 
puting the payroll subject to tax. This ruling has now been 
amended to provide that such discounts are not wages “(1) 
where such purchase or use involves personal equipment used 
and necessary on the job, or (2) where such purchase or use 
is optional with the employees and does not constitute reg- 
ular or systematic remuneration to them for their services 
rendered to the employer.” 


Spoilage Brings Order Closing Massachusetts 
W.P.A. Canning Projects 


Orders were issued on February 8th by the acting ad- 
ministrator of the W.P.A. in Massachusetts closing every 
W.P.A. canning project in that State, according to the Bos- 
ton Post of February %h. This order followed reports 
from State health officials that vegetables canned in a plant 
at Hingham were unfit for use. Previously, it was reported 


a large number of cans had been impounded at another plant 
after they commenced to swell. 

it is stated that there are 38 W.P.A. canning projects in 
operation in Massachusetts, all of which have been closed 
down pending an investigation. The vegetables being can- 
ned include beets, carrots, potatoes and celery grown under 
Emergency Relief Administration projects. A large fish 
chowder canning project at Boston is about ready to start 
operations. 

Under the caption, “Taking Chances,” the Post said edi- 
torially on February 10th: “WPA Administrator Edwards 
acted promptly and wisely in halting all canning projects in 
the State pending an investigation into the complaints of 
spoiled food. The experiment should not be resumed until 
it is certain that no cases of food poisoning can be traced to 
these canning projects. 

“The whole project seems a very dubious one. The prepa- 
ration of food requires skill and great care. The canning of 
food in large quantities is no job for amateurs. The large 
canning factories are extremely vigilant in supervision. One 
shipment of tainted food would do incalculable damage. 

“No chances can possibly be taken with a matter of this 
kind. Perhaps the safest way would be to abandon the idea.” 


What's Doing in Congress 


For another week Congress devoted much of its time to 
appropriation bills carrying funds for the fiscal year begin- 
ning July Ist, 1936. The War Department Bill reached the 
floor of the House minus any mention of the much-discussed 
Florida ship-canal and Passamaquoddy projects. The bill 
authorizing the Farm Credit Administration to make seed 
and feed loans up to $50,000,000 was passed by the Senate 
and sent to the White House for approval. Aside from the 
Bankhead-Jones A.A.A. substitute, no particular progress has 
been made on the bills of special interest to canners, as the 
following comments indicate. 


A.A.A. Substitute 


The Bankhead Bill (S. 3780) was debated in the Senate 
throughout the week and an agreement was reached to limit 
debate on February 14th, which means that the bill will be 
passed on that date or within a day or two thereafter. As 
now before the Senate this bill is identical with the Jones 
Bill in the House (H.R. 10835), except that it has been 
amended on the floor to limit the expenditure to $500,000,000 
in any fiscal year. A verbal agreement was reached on the 
floor that under this amendment the limitation would mean 
that not more than $500,000,000 would be spent during the 
1936 crop season. Other amendments are pending, one by 
Senator Walsh intended to safeguard the ultimate consumer 
against runaway farm prices. In the House it is announced 
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that the Jones Bill will be considered during the week of 
February 17th without a gag rule. 


Price-Discrimination Bills 


Hearings were closed on the Patman and Utterback Bills 
(H.R. 8442 and H.R. 10486) and it is generally thought 
that the latter will be put forward by the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. It is a “perfection” of the Patman Bill and was 
said by some opponents at the hearings to be less objection- 
able than the old bill. The Robinson Bill (S. 3154) is still 
on the Senate Calendar, and Senators are under heavy pres- 
sure from proponents to pass it and from opponents to re- 
commit it for hearings. 

The Patman investigation of the chain stores will be re- 
sumed on February 15th. 


Status of Other Bills 
Watsu Bitt.—The House Judiciary subcommittee has de- 
cided to rewrite the Walsh Bill (S. 3055) and will probably 
set an early date for extensive hearings. 


O’Manoney Licensing But.—Senator O'Mahoney ex- 
plained his bill (S. 3363) over the air during the week, but 
has not announced a date for hearings. 


Coretano Bitt.—The bill to amend the Food and Drugs 
Act (S. 5) is still in the subcommittee of the House Inter- 
state and Foreign Commerce Committee, where no action 
has been taken to date. 


Biack ano Connery 30-Hour Bitts.—The 30-hour bills 
are on the Calendars in both Houses, without any prospect 
of coming to a vote in the near future. 


Revised Weight List to Be Published 


The weight list for canned food products as revised at the 
meeting of the Conference Committee of Distributors, 
Brokers and Canners at Chicago in January is now in press 
and copies will be sent to all members of the Association at 
an early date. 

With a few exceptions the weights given are identical with 
those in the 1932 edition of the list, but several additional 


sizes of cans have been added for tomato juice, tomato soup. 
vegetable soup, and beans and pork. One additional size of 
can has been added for clam chowder. 


Cuban Exports of Vegetables to United States 


Exports of fresh vegetables from Cuba to the United States 
from October Ist to December 31st amounted to 10,354 short 
tons, according to the American Consul at Habana. The 
following table shows these exports, by articles and by 
months, for the last quarter of 1935, with a comparison of 
the total shipments during the corresponding quarters of 
preceding years: 


October November December 
Articles Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Tomatoes 1,004,854 14,475,946 
Eggplant a 551 35,013 465,711 
Peppers 9,689 232,152 
Okra 7,471 143,332 179,176 
Lima beans 132 1,007,017 
Cucumbers 37,765 541,726 
Potatoes 151,974 
Others 36,431 47,968 31,690 
Total, 1935 quarter ; 18,376,897 
Total, 1934 quarter..... 90,306 1,373,551 16,794,839 
Total, 1933 quarter... 48,965 456,374 6,363,608 
Total, 1932 quarter . 76,818 223,420 1,855,804 
Total, 1931 quarter 15,463 256,817 3,991,423 


Another Industry Proposes Trade Practice Rules 


The Federal Trade Commission has made public the trade 
practice rules proposed for the paper drinking straw manu- 
facturing industry submitted to the Commission for consid- 
eration and approval under the trade practice conference 
procedure. A public hearing on the rules has been set for 
February 20th. 


Canners League Defers Meeting 
The Board of Directors of the Canners League of Cali- 
fornia on February 4th announced the postponement of plans 
for the annual convention of the League which, it had previ- 
ously been announced, would be held at Del Monte on Feb- 
ruary 27-29. 


Preliminary Report on the 1935 Tomato Pack 


The figures in the following table are preliminary and subject to revision. 
will need to be made as every possible source of information was utilized in compiling the report. In all cases where 


It is believed, however, that very little if any revision 
state associa- 


tion reports were available, they have been used as a basis for checking. 


State No. 2 No.1 
Cases Cases 
New York 499,479 6,968 
Maryland 5,987,452 136,033 
Delaware 501,319 
New Jersey 67,571 
Pennsylvania ahs 380,136 5,712 
Virginia and West Virginia 2,458,528 36,750 
Ohio 627,104 1 
Indiana 2,044,261 103,641 
Tennessee and Kentucky 1,054,521 25,530 
Arkansas and Missouri 1,496,037 32,482 
Colorado 122,710 2,679 
Utah 245,679 7,987 
California 220,165 6,350 
Other states 1,102,316 84,136 
Total . 16,807,278 458,842 


No. 2% No. 3 No.10 Miscellaneous Total 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 
127,697 61,576 257,292 5,177 958,189 

123,875 97,845 264,710 62,994 6,672,909 
19,325 106,750 39,300 5,589 672,283 
22,272 582 77,545 201,970 
24,371 31,139 42,590 483,948 

720 59,025 94,026 71,367 2,960,416 
75,114 2,340 65,072 3,075 783.3 

513,984 50,425 421,784 40,123 3,174,218 

29,052 1,149,187 

48,048 1,576,517 

33,700 ee 28,184 149,608 336,881 

299,596 743 22,821 4,387 581,213 

1,801,714 wae 697,344 345,192 3,070,765 

246,736 2,203 222,431 9,896 1,667,718 

3,529,104 446,628 2,310,199 737,492 24,289,543 


INFORMATION LETTER 


Truck Crop Prospects 


The following statements are excerpts from the February 
10th reports of the U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
on the acreage and production forecasts of certain commer- 
cial truck crops for the 1936 season. 

Caspace.—There are 14,590 acres of cabbage estimated 
as planted and to be planted in the second early group of 
States this year. This is a slightly smaller acreage (about 
2 per cent) than the 14,900 acres harvested in 1935 and 5 per 
cent smaller than the 1934 acreage of 15,400. It is 6 per 
cent greater, however, than the 1933 acreage of 13,800, and 
9 per cent greater than the 5-year average of 13,440 acres 
for the years 1928 to 1932. Alabama and Virginia both re- 
port decreases below all years since 1920 and 1918, respec- 
tively, while Mississippi and North Carolina have reported 
increases over all preceding years on record. Georgia and 
South Carolina report the same acreage as in 1935. 

The total acreage now reported for the 1936 season in the 
fall, early, and second early States, is 74 per cent greater 
than the 1935 acreage in these States. It is also well above 
both the 1933 acreage and the 5-year (1928-32) average but 
3 per cent smaller than the record acreage in 1934, 

Green Peas.—The production of 1,227,000 bushels of 
green peas expected in the three early States—California 
Imperial, Florida, and Texas—is 85 per cent larger than last 
year’s crop of 663,000 bushels. Indicated yields per acre 
average the same as the yields of a year ago and the indi- 
cated increase in production is due to an increase of 86 per 
cent over 1935 in acreage. Both Florida and Texas have 
record acreages this year. In Florida the acreage is about 
two-thirds larger than the acreage in both 1935 and 1934, 
more than double the 1933 acreage and four and one-half 
times as large as the 5-year average acreage for the years 
1928 to 1932. The acreage reported in Texas is five times 
as large as last year’s harvested acreage (about one-half 
of the 1935 planted acreage was killed by freezing weather), 
and four times as large as both the 1934 and 1933 acreage. 
There was a very small acreage reported for Texas in 1930, 
1931, and 1932. Acreage for the spring crop in the Imperial 
Valley of California is 7 per cent greater than that of a 
year ago but is considerably smaller than the acreage in any 
year since 1928. 

Strawsernies.—Production of strawberries in Florida is 
now expected to exceed last year's crop by 12 per cent. Due 
to the recent freeze damage in the main producing sections 
the indicated yield per acre is lower than that indicated by 
conditions before the freeze and the production is now fore- 
cast at 611,000 crates (24quart) as compared with 546,000 
crates in 1935. The reported acreage of 9,400 is 12 per cent 
greater than last year’s acreage of 8,400. 

Tomators.—There is an indicated decrease of 3 per cent 
below 1935 in the production forecast for the spring crop 
of tomatoes in south Florida, or 1,775,000 bushels for this 
season as compared with 1,824,000 bushels last year. The 
yield per acre is expected to be almost one-fifth lower than 
that of a year ago. The acreage is now estimated at 15,000 
acres and is about one-tenth below the preliminary estimate 
due to loss of acreage in Collier County by heavy rains and 
frost. It is 25 per cent greater than the acreage of 12,000 
in 1935. A preliminary estimate for the two fall-crop 
States—Florida and Texas—shows a production that is one- 


fourth larger than the fall crop of a year ago, 540,000 bushels 
compared with 429,000 bushels in 1935. 


Stocks of Canned Salmon 


Unsold stocks of canned salmon on January 31st totaled 
2,854,901 cases, as compared with 3,670,200 cases on the 
corresponding date in 1935, according to the Association of 
Pacific Fisheries. In the following table the figures for 
December 31, 1935, and January 31, 1936, are based on re- 
ports from 72 companies producing approximately 98 per 
cent of the 1935 pack. The figures for one year ago were 
based on returns from practically all of the packers and 
therefore included virtually 100 per cent of the 1934 pack. 


-—Stocks, January 31, 1936-——~ 

Talls Flats Halves 

(1 Pound) (1 Pound) (8 02.) 
Cases 


2,100 
603 


3,175 

White . 2,566 
Puget Sound Sockeyes. . 13,940 
Alaska Reds......... 352,617 
toes Silvers, Medium Reds 39,450 


1,795,695 
Chums 336,289 
Bluebacks . 
Steelheads 


Grades or varieties 
Chinooks or Kings: 
F Red 


laska Reds 
Silvers, Medium Reds 


A proposed marketing agreement for growers and shippers 
of California fresh deciduous tree fruits except apples will 
be the subject of a public hearing at Sacramento on Feb- 
ruary 20th. The agreement makes provision, among other 
things, for limitation of shipments by means of period 
proration; limitation of shipments by grade and/or size, by 
variety and by district; limitation of shipments from day 
to day by control of shipments from rail concentration points. 


Department Store Sales in January 


Department store sales decreased in January by more than 
the usual seasonal amount, and the Federal Reserve Board's 
seasonally adjusted index declined from 84 per cent of the 
1923-1925 average in December to 79 per cent in January, 
on the basis of preliminary figures. In comparison with a 
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year ago, the value of sales in January showed an increase 
of 7 per cent. Stores in all Federal Reserve districts ex- 
cept Cleveland reported increases in sales over January, 
1935. 


State Association Officers 


Many of the state and regional canners’ associations hold 
their annual meetings during the closing months of the 
year. The following list gives the names and addresses of 
the presidents and secretaries of associations elected at the 
meetings so far as they have been reported to our office: 


Association or New York State Cannens, Inc. 

C. C. Seutt, President, Red Creek. 

John P. Street, Secretary, Lincoln-Alliance Bldg., Rochester. 
Association or Paciric Fisnenies 

William Timson, President, San Francisco, Calif. 

E. D. Clark, Secretary, 826 Skinner Bldg., Seattle, Wash. 
InDIANA CANNERS ASSOCIATION 

Kenneth N. Rider, President, Trafalgar. 

J. J. Rogers, Secretary-Treasurer, Indianapolis. 
lowa-Nenraska ASSOCIATION 

Roy Chard, President, Audubon. 

Hoyt Ellis, Secretary-Treasurer, Vinton. 
Micuican Canners Association 

W. A. Reed, President, Lake Odessa. 

Frank H. Raymond, Secretary-Treasurer, Fremont. 
Onto Cannens ASSOCIATION 

H. F. Krimendahl, President, Celina. 

Roy Irons, Secretary and Treasurer, Clyde. 
PENNSYLVANIA CANNERS ASSOCIATION 

C. G. Summers, Jr., President, New Freedom. 

William A. Free, Exec. Secretary and Treasurer, York. 
Tar-State Packers Association 

James M. Shriver, President, Westminster, Md. 

F. M. Shook, Field Secretary, Easton, Md. 
Wisconsin CaAnnens Association 

King Weeman, President, Shawano. 

Harvey R. Burr, Executive Secretary, Madison. 


Frozen and Preserved Fruits in Cold Storage 


The following table shows the holdings of fruit in cold stor- 
age reported by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics as of 
February Ist, also a comparison with last year and with a 
five-year average: 


Feb. 1, Feb. 1, Five-year 
1936 1935 average 
Apples: 
636,000 506,000 817,000 
12,749,000 12,329,000 11,760,000 
Baskets 9,726,000 6,937,000 6,399,000 
Pears: 
694,000 453,000 685,000 
Baskets .. 15,000 23,000 54,000 
Frozen and fruits: 
.. 75,411,000 58,278,000 68,672,000 


Spray Residue Tolerance on 
for 1936 


Acting Secretary R. G. Tugwell has issued a public an- 
nouncement under date of February 7, 1936, stating that 
during the 1936 shipping season the present tolerances for 
arsenic, fluorine, and lead will remain in effect. These tol- 
erances are: Arsenic trioxide 0.01 grain per pound, fluorine 
0.01 grain per pound, lead 0.018 grain per pound. 


Apples and Pears 


This announcement repeats the statement that the figure 
of 0.014 grain of lead per pound is the ultimate goal and 
states that the tolerance 0.018 grain per pound is cantinued 
with the expectation that there will be no relaxation of 
effort to meet the figure of 0.014. 


Pumpkin and Squash Pack 
The pack of pumpkin and squash in 1935, as compiled by 
the Association’s Division of Statistics, amounted to 833,355 
cases of all sizes of containers. The pack, by states, was 
as follows: 


East Cases 
New York. . 27,894 
Maine .. 8,774 
Maryland, New Jersey, Delaware 61,812 
Mipwest 
Michigan 
io 21,704 
Indiana 276,532 
Wisconsin and IMlinois 184,720 
Towa 
West 
Utah .. 6,707 
Washington 26,991 
Oregon 85,491 
Other states 33,557 
Total 833,355 
The pack, in different sizes of containers, was as follows: 
East Midwest West 
Cases Cases Cases 
No. 2 4,202 78,718 14,058 
No. a% 53,405 648 96,279 
.. 2,179 10,150 
No. 1 38,496 168,258 42,186 
a 198 355 223 
Total 98,480 582,129 152,746 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot igpeme as Reported by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics, Department of Agriculture 


Week ending Week ending Total for season 


Feb. 8 Feb. 1 through Feb. 8 
Commodity 1935 1936 1936 1935 1936 
Vegetables: 
Beans, snap and 
lima 219 193 2,055 2,601 
Tomatoes 149 227 218 2,042 2,401 
Green ‘.- 82 160 124 599 727 
Spinac’ . 198 369 167 2,417 3,324 
All other vege- 
tables: 
Domestic— 
Competing di 
rectly 3.347 4,206 3,642 78,202 77,155 
Imports 
ompeting di 
rectly 23 26 74 79 178 
Competing in- 
directly .. 6 60 26 826 11,329 
Fruits: 
Citrus, domestic.. 3,172 2,908 2,491 51,810 45,135 
Imports “ri 1 5 4 43 405 
Others, domest 125 416 83 265 138 


